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A. Introduction

The evaluation is based on the following proposals

Propesal to Dewelop an Irmernational Certre for Urban Transformation (KTH/SU)
Center for Sustainable Urban Transformation (Lund| Malmi/ Alnarp)
The Goteborg Center of Excellence for Sustainable Urban Futures

In May 2008 Mistra called on Swedish universities to present pre-proposals for the development of a
Mistra Centre for Urban Futures.

Two reports were noted by Mistra as sources of inspiration for the development:

— Re-thinking Sustainable Urban Development in an Era of Globalisation, Resource
Constraints and Climate Change (Nolmark et al, 2007)

— Review of interdisciplinary environmental science centres of excellence (Tompkin, 2005)

Following the evaluation of seven pre-proposals three consortia were invited to present full
proposals.

Mistra used an approach to combine evaluation and coaching to achieve the highest possible quality
of the proposals. Two coaching sessions were held (Nanjing Nov. 3-4 2008, Stockholm, Goteborg
and Lund/Malmé, Febr.25-27 2009) before the deadline of the full proposals.

The final evaluation took place in Stockholm June 15-17 2009. A short description of the evaluation
process is given in App 1. Members of the review team are listed in App. 2, persons interviewed in
App. 3 and participants at the hearings in App. 4. The evaluation criteria are presented in App 5.

B. Conclusions and recommendations

All three proposals have their strengths and weaknesses as stated in paragraph D below. Although
they all fulfil the minimum requirements in the call, we strongly recommend Mistra to fund the
Gothenburg proposal. It is also the most reflexive proposal with critical discussion of the notion of
sustainability and transdisciplinarity as used within and beyond the consortium, research practices
and for the transferability of results.

The Gothenburg proposal demonstrates a strong mlderstanding of research needs, the research-
practice gaps and also the translation of results.

The proposal has strong commitments from the universities and from usets representing the public
sector.

The review team would like to emphasize the importance of management and leadership required
for a Mistra Centre for Sustainable Urban Futures. The open call by the Gothenburg consortium for



the position as Director with possible international recruitment could ensure that inventive and
long-lasting leadership is brought into the centre from the beginning.

The review team recommends that the programme plan addresses the following:

1. The social and political science expettise within the consortium should be strengthened to
address, in particular

— changing values, perceptions and lifestyles

— the politics of sustainable urban development processes (regulation and conflict
management)

2. Innovative future-oriented approaches should be developed.

3. The governance structure should be reviewed to ensure that it will not be too complex and
resource-consuming.

C. The proposals

Stockholm consortium proposal

This proposal is developed by an international partnership led by The Royal Institute of Technology
(KTH) and Stockholm University. It also includes representatives of national and local authorities in
Stockholm (The Swedish Road Administration, and the City of Stockholm) and participants from
the private sector including IBM, SWECO, Vattenfall and Vasakronan. The foreign academic
pattners include the School of Environmental Planning at University of California Berkeley, the
African Centre for Cities (ACC) at the University of Cape Town, South Africa, the Ashoka Trust for
Research on Ecology and Environment at Bangalore, India, and at the Tsinghua Untversity in China.

This proposal includes a theoretical foundation based on the view that an innovative theoretical
framework is urgently required to deal with rapid urban development and change within and beyond
cities. A key objective of the proposed centre is to close three current sustainability gaps: A
knowledge gap which is an obstacle for dealing with urban transformations; an interaction gap
between scientists, practitioners and citizens that needs to be overcome before transdisciplinary
approaches can be applied; and a2 mindset gap that accommodates persistent values related to
human behaviour especially related to consumption and lifestyles.

A multi-layered conceptual framework, which has been tried and tested in science and
technology studies, is proposed to promote both vertical and layered co-ordination, encourage
dialogue between stakeholdets and citizens, promote expetimentation and mutual learning, and also
the reformulation of traditional questions.

The overview of urban research includes utban economics and geography, urban metabolism, utban
design and planning, urban ecosystem services, and governance and institutions. Fach of these
broad themes is reinterpreted to apply innovative research on urban transformations stemming from
concepts and methods in resilience science and institutional theory.

The activities of the future centre will focus on research themes related to the adaptive and
transformational capacity of cities, and including urban metabolism, liveable urban landscapes,



governance and institutions, a global utban observatory and an urban laboratory. The empirical
research for GLUE —a Global Look at Urbanization and the Environment — will initially be
conducted at Interaction Platforms in Stockholm, Berkeley and Cape Town during the first phase
of the centre, followed by two more in Bangalore and Beijing.

Lund/Malmé consortium proposal

This proposal for a Centre for Sustainable Urban Transformation has been submitted by a
consottium of academic staff from Lund University, Malmé University and the Swedish University
of Agricultural Sciences at Alnarp, in cooperation with the cities of Helsingborg, Lund and Malmao
and the region of county administrative board of Skane. A key objective is to enlarge this
consortium to include Danish partners during the second phase of the centre.

International partners include cities and universities in Berkeley, USA; Freiburg, Germany;
Kitakyushu, Japan; Melbourne, Australia as well as the University of Cape Town, South Africa and
the University of Tongij in Shanghai, China.

The proposal includes the development of a programme of urban sustainable research and practice
on two broad interdisciplinary themes: these are drivers of change and sustainable urban structures.
Drivers of change include the sub-themes of governance and planning, innovation and
competitiveness, and lifestyles and culture. Sustainable urban structures, the second theme,
includes sub-themes about resource management, climate mitigation and adaptation, transport and
accessibility, built environment and public space, green and blue structures, and urban agriculture.

The main objectives of this proposal are to improve the implementation of research knowledge for
practice by advancing the scope, the time frame, and the spatial and geographical dimensions of
mainstream contributions on urban sustainable development. The authors argue that contemporary
urban ecosystems and their ongoing transformations are not well understood and that innovative
contributions are required. They suggest that it is important to improve the holistic view of the
ecological, economic and social dimensions of sustainability; that more attention should be given to
developing long-term visions using scenarios and back-casting that go beyond sustainability; and
that advances are necessary to capture the development of cities in terms of polycentric urban areas
that extend to the regional level.

Think-tanks have been proposed since the 1950s to refer to the conduct of policy-related research
that deals with a broad range of societal based questions. They have been criticized in relation to
implementing sustainable development because they generally do not involve citizens. For this
reason the consortium proposes Co-Labs and Do-Tanks to promote transformational design
and action research including individuals and community groups using an eight step procedure.
The consortium has already tested this innovative procedure.

Gothenburg consortium proposal

This proposal is developed by an international partnership led by Chalmers University of
Technology and the University of Gothenburg. It also includes representatives of regional and local
authorities and participants from the ptivate sector who have already collaborated on recent
projects. The foreign academic partners include the Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional
Futures in Manchester, United Kingdom; the new school of Design, Architecture and Planning at
Maseno University, Kisumu, Kenya, and the College of Architecture and urban planning at Tongji






